Irene, considered as a poem, is intitled to the praise of superiour excellence3. Analysed into parts, it will furnish a rich store of noble sentiments, fine imagery, and beautiful language; but it is deficient in pathos, in that delicate power of touching the human feelings, which is the principal end of the drama'1. Indeed Garrick has complained to me, that Johnson not only had not the faculty of producing the impressions of tragedy, but
the first representation, and most of the subsequent. It was much applauded the first night, particularly the speech on to-morroiv [Act iii. sc, 2]. It ran nine nights at least. It did not indeed become a stock-play, but there was not the least opposition during the representation, except the first night'in the last act, where Irene was to be strangled on the stage, which John could not bear, though a dramatick poet may stab or slay by hundreds. The bow-string was not a Christian nor an ancient Greek or Roman death. But this offence was removed after the first night, and Irene went off the stage to be strangled,— BURNEY.
1 According to the Gent. Mag. (xix. 76) 'it was acted from Monday, Feb. 6, to Monday, Feb. 20, inclusive.1 A letter in the Garrick Carres, (i. 32), dated April 3, 1745, seems to shew that so long a run was uncommon. The writer addressing Garrick says :—' You have now performed it [Tancred] for nine nights; consider the part, and whether nature can well support the frequent repetition of such shocks. Permit me to advise you to resolve not to act upon any account above three times a week.' Yet against this may be set the following passage in the
Rambler, No. 123:—'At last a malignant author, whose performance I had persecuted through the nine nights, wrote an epigram upon Tape the critic, which drove me from the pit for ever.' Murphy writing in 1792 said that Irene had not been exhibited on any stage since its first representation. Murphy's Johnson, p. 52.
* Mr. Croker says that 'it appears by a MS. note in Isaac Reed's copy of Murphy's Life, that the receipts of the third, sixth, and ninth nights, after deducting sixty guineas a night for the expenses of the house, amounted to .£195 \js. : Johnson cleared therefore, with the copyright, very nearly .£300.' Irene was sold at the price of is. 6d, a copy (Gent. Mag. xix. 96); so that Dodsley must have looked for a very lalrgc sale.
3  See post, 1780, in Mr. Langton's Collection for Johnson's  estimate of Irene in later life.
4  Aaron Hill (vol. ii. p. 355), in a letter to Mr. Mallett, gives the following account of Irene   after having seen it :   'I was at the anomalous Mr. Johnson's benefit, and found the play his proper representative j strong sense ungraced by sweetness or decorum.1    BOSWEI.L.le said of him 'that nothing but Yonge's   character  could keep down his parts, and nothing but his parts support his character.'  Horace Walpole's Letters, i. 98, note.
